How does music education meet 21st century learning goals?
· How does music increase critical thinking skills?

· In band, students are constantly required to decipher notes and rhythms. On a deeper level, they must also apply articulations and dynamics to those notes to give them meaning. Making choices on how to play those notes, while matching the style of the band as a whole is a critical thinking skill.

· Students are also asked to compare different pieces and apply different styles to them. Understanding how to apply different styles and techniques to different pieces is also a critical thinking skill.

· In a band setting, students need to work together to create a unified sound. Listening to those around you and adjusting your playing to fit within that unified sound is a critical thinking skill.

· On an individual level, students use self-correction and self-monitoring to ensure they meeting the goals of the band as a whole, as well as their individual playing goals

· When practicing at home, students need to evaluate which parts of the music need more attention so that they can practice more effectively.

· By increasing musical understanding, students can determine what is good quality music and what is not.

· How does music increase collaboration?

· In a band, students cannot help but collaborate in order for the unit to function successfully. Like a team sport, music requires 100% collaboration for its most basic success and is demanded equally from each of its members Like 50 artists trying to complete a single painting, unless every artist understands what each is trying to accomplish, the whole project will fail.
· Dynamic variation as notated by a composer, for example must be interpreted through collaboration of the whole group in order to provide proper balance based on the instrumentation of the group. This requirement will change for every ensemble a student will be a part of and is therefor an ongoing, lifelong skill.
· Students need to know what others are playing, when they play it, at what dynamic level and how it is articulated in order for their part to make sense within the group. This gives importance to the self as a contributing part of the whole - not just self. The skill of collaboration is reflective of the 21st century business model and one that industry requires of its employees.
· How does music increase problem-solving skills?

· When you get a piece of music, look critically and break down a large piece into workable parts

· Find the motives of themes that repeat

· Find key changes of accidentals

· How will I practice this and use a variety of practice techniques (i.e. change the tempo, change the articulation pattern, change the rhythmic pattern, listen to a recording?

· How can I use the other instruments to help me learn my part?

· How can I use my knowledge of theory to help me play my parts?

· How can I use what the conductor is doing to help me?

· How can I use what I already know to help me learn and play?

· How can I get my peers to improve?

· How does music encourage innovation?

· In the study of music education, we learn the basic skills of rhythm, form, pitch and harmony.  It is true that much of our early time is spent learning HOW to do it right, and not how to do it many ways.  But as we progress as musicians and collect a toolbox of understandings, innovation begins to naturally appear in our music making.  The first innovative skill musicians need to learn is improvisation.  To improvise requires having a working knowledge of the instrument or of music and then using that knowledge in new ways.  Repertoire that includes improvisation through sound sources, found sounds and rhythmic or melodic motifs are a good way to start.   Innovation then expands into the creation of new solos and the writing of compositions.  
· Musicians who play together often create a safe zone for innovation.  Often band students are together as a group for multiple years.  This familiarity allows for a sense of security that leads to innovation and improvisation.   This is a marked difference from the homeroom setting, which may change significantly year to year.  The long-term relationship with one teacher is also a factor in nurturing innovative thinking.  Most innovators are reluctant to share a new idea when they are uncomfortable with the person in charge. 
· This ability to create and explore music can enable this divergent thinking in many other areas. 
· How does music encourage communication?

· students learn to communicate verbally with teacher and with other students, members of same section – questions, inquiries they have about their instruments or about the music they are learning 

· students learn to listen to and accept criticism – from teacher and/or adjudicator - in a positive and constructive way, gain resiliency from doing so

· musical communication: attentive listening, the ability to apply instruction and new understanding to playing and music reading skill

· the essence of performance is communication – this is what this piece of music means to us, as a group - communicating with an audience, translating music notation on a page into something creative and expressive and meaningful

· communicating emotion; self-expression of students being nurtured; you can say things with music that you can’t through words or even pictures; music gives expression to ideas and feelings which are indefinable and intangible

· Learn different words to describe sound, music, and their own playing; musical language broadens vocabulary (English/Language Arts)

· Sensitivity to nuance: what is your message and who are you sending the message to?

· How does music increase global awareness?

· We play music from around the world
· We require students to think about more than themselves - sections, full ensemble, audience perception…this expands their capacity to “ Think Big”
· What we do is done by people all around the world.
· How can we help our students have a sense of the world they live in? 
· We regularly perform for audiences from outside our own community; their comments and feedback are still valid.
· As students: “what are the universal truths of music education? How do people benefit worldwide?”
· How does Music education expand a person’s global awareness?
· Music is a universal language, understood worldwide. How can we foster that sense of being part of a larger community of like-minded thinkers?   

· How does music make students more civically engaged?

· Music is an incredible factor of building community everywhere. It leads to a stronger community within the school, or even at the municipal level. 

· Within our division, a drumline was used to increase community within the school between the music program and physical education department.

· Music is used at sporting events, assemblies, and even to honour our country with our anthem

· Music is something that you can do within your community throughout your life, no matter where you live in the world.

· How does music promote self-directed learning?

· Student is able to:
· use a fingering chart and apply it to their instrument and music
· apply their skills and techniques to sheet music (sight reading)
· peer teaching (sectionals)
· learn  a second instrument 
· time management
· organizational skills
· search for music
· transposition of music
· produce a good quality sound based on what they hear and adjust the sound if need
· posture
· position
· reed placement 
· embouchure
· buzz
· air
· How does music make students more information and media literate?

· As we learn more about music, we can see its role in movies, commercials, TV, restaurants, sporting events, and other facilities

· Music can be used to manipulate human emotion. As we understand this, it helps us to decode messages and meaning in the media and other sources.

· How does music make students more financially and economically literate?

· students actively participate in fundraising activities:  
· learn the value of a product
· learn to count and handle money and cheques
· learn to calculate profit and understand the concept of profit margins
· learn effective ways in which to market a product and conduct a sale
· learn the importance of providing a valued service
· learn the concepts of supply and demand
· learn the concept of customer service and integrity
· students participate in multi-day trips with their music programs
· students learn means to earn funds to pay for trips
· students learn the importance of budgeting 
· saving for trips
· getting jobs to pay for trips
· budgeting food and spending allowance money on trips
· students learn that societal economic constraints will have an impact on the event choice for the group as a whole 
· students will learn ‘the value of a dollar’ when forced to earn one through fundraising
· students will learn the ‘real’ costs of travel, accommodations, food and services
· students will learn means of cutting costs (group rates, quad occupancy vs. double, 3 star vs. 4 star hotel)
· Music is a large financial industry (recording / instruments): 
· Purchase of music for enjoyment online / CD
· Earn money playing (recording, busking, live music gigs)
· Cost of instruments:
· Learn that maintenance is cheaper than repair
· Value of an instrument (basic, intermediate, professional) and practical value of the features each upgrade has compared to the basic model
· Teach students about interest rates and the cost effectiveness of purchasing vs. renting
· Explain the idea of depreciation and re-sale, and the value of purchasing used vs. new
